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CHAIRMAN'S 2017 MESSAGE

Dear Pastors and Leaders,

As we enter a new year, we are surrounded by uncertainties,
confusion and disasters. These are times of Jacobs troubles. There
were so many earthquakes or tremors, sometimes in a week, that
I have lost count of its frequencies. Perhaps these earthquakes had
always been there but because of the technology we get to know, we
now see and hear them more frequently. The increasing tensions
in the Middle East is a cause of concern especially for the innocent
victims caught in the web of war. The world increasingly is faced
with floods, famines, and diseases. These events should wake us up
to the reality that we are living closer to the end times. The church
must rise, and shine in these times. It is an opportune time for
partnering with God in winning souls for our Lord.

MBC was fortunate to participate in the dedication of: 1) the
building extension of Seremban Baptist church, 2) the education
Block in Patani Baptist Church, 3) an extension of more floor space
in Kuantan Baptist Church and 4) dedication of a new building in
Bukit Mertajam Baptist (C) Church. There were also installation
and ordination of pastors in Good News Baptist Church (Kuantan)
and in Peoples Park Baptist Church (Petaling Jaya). I have been
informed that many more Baptist churches had their own
ministries expanded and new outreach points established. Yet,
there are some who are struggling either without a pastor. It is my
dream that stronger churches be willing to come alongside these
churches to encourage and spur them on in their ministries, both
with prayers and finances. If you have any interest in this area,
please contact me.

The Wisma Baptist project is now with the local authorities and we
hope that a green light will be given to us to commence building.
However, we will start raising funds immediately. The brochures
are ready and you will receive them shortly. The brochures are
self-explanatory, but you will need someone in the church to co-
ordinate the response from members as well as to follow up on
their commitment. The work of the Pastor, Elder or Leader is to
encourage and remind the members to contribute to Wisma
Baptist. However, if you need one of the EXCO members to come
and explain and challenge, please call the church office for an
appointment. Please state whether you would like them to preach
the Sunday message as well. If not, the presentation of Wisma
Baptist is about 15 minutes. Let us encourage one another to see
the project through for the sake and glory of God.

We are also going to celebrate the lunar year and it is appropriate
for me to wish all Baptists and their families a great and meaningful
Chinese New Year. May this be a time of reunion with your loved
ones and may this year be one that enables you to see your dreams
realized. God bless your church in 2017 with an exciting and
fulfilling year.

Blessings,

Richard Toh
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, LIGHTINTHEWORLD
GOLDEN LAMPSTAND BAPTIST CHURCH, Johore Bahru

Pastor: Joshua Tham

Office/Church Location: 112A Jalan Sutera Tanjung 8/3,
Taman Sutera Utama, 81300 Skudai, Johor.

Contact: 012-7118905

Email: sfthamsf@hotmail.com

Website: www.glbc100.wordpress.com

An Interview

During a visit to Golden Lampstand Baptist Church, Pastor Tham
shared:

Ours is a relatively young church, established in 2010. At that
time, I had just returned from seminary in Singapore and heard
Godss call for me to do church planting in Johore. There was no
sending church nor any established financial support, God has
called us to start from ground zero. With the encouragement of
some churches, Christian organizations and brothers and sisters in
Christ, we took baby steps towards making a start. The interesting
thing about this faith journey was that we never knew if we had the
resources to continue the next year. Despite uncertainties this work
was established through prayers. God is faithful, till today, we have
never lacked anything.

As young as this Lampstand was, we have had two tumultuous
experiences. The first was our start in 2010, and the second was
our re-start in 2012. Shortly after the church started, we faced
an onslaught of various upsets, unexpected challenges and
misunderstandings that caused some chaos in the church. Many
left, and by the Christmas of 2011, there were only 5 members left.
Just when we wanted to throw in the white towel,there came the
timely encouragement from an elderly member (who has since
passed on). He exhorted us to cling on to God’s hand and
to persevere. Failure is but a learning process. So, in 2012 &
we re-started. We have now re-built and have 70 faithful 4
members. Since our focus is on discipleship making, we
believe we will grow even more. If we seek God’s kingdom
first, we believe all else will be added unto us”

Discipleship Program:
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Lampstand has a very commendable Discipleship Program.

New members are given a specially designed Spiritual Journal.
Each Sunday, members are given a summary of the sermon which
they will attach in the journal. This forms the base for Bible studies
and encourages cell group growth and personal learning. Through
this weekly discipline, every member grows together at the same
pace and no one is left out.

Friendship Evangelism

Golden Lampstand’s friendship evangelism is a lifestyle of each
member. There is no specialized one oft program to do this.
Instead, non-believers are reached through families’ own normal
activities, even weekend games that include non-believers, are
part of members” own lifestyle, etc. Pastor Joshua believes in going
deep and personalized in the helping, journeying, teaching and
guiding of his members. An example of this was when a divorced
couple reconciled after one such journey the church walked with
them. This testimony caused many outside couples to be curious
about them, and they had opportunity to share the truth. Soon,
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many couples attended the church to look for answers. Through
building deep relationships and helping members with their life
issues, God opened the door for Golden Lampstand Baptist to
preach the gospel effectively and seeing people come to faith in
Jesus. To build on this, every couple is expected to attend a couple
relationship program and the subsequent annual meeting to build
on strength. In meeting the needs of this era, Pastor Joshua knows
that unbelievers decide about the faith on pragmatic grounds and
not in a detached intellectual way. So, Golden Lampstand’s core
focus is to build deep: deep friendships, deep marriages, deep
discipleship.

With deep and strong roots planted in the lives of each member,
Golden Lampstand’s goal in the near future is to grow at least one
to two satellite churches where God leads them; have their own
building in 5 to 10 years and more importantly to equip 120 active
and mature disciples who will impact the community. Putting
their hands to the plow and not looking back, keeping their eyes on
their goals, Golden Lampstand Baptist continues to stay fighting fit
for the service in the kingdom of God (Luke 9:62).

CO-WORKERS WITH THETRUTH
ZHU EN BAPTIST CHURCH, Johore Bahru
Pastor: Yee Ting Kong

Office/Church Location: 16, Jalan Harmonium 35/2,
Taman Desa Tebrau, 81100 Johor Bahru

Contact: 07-364 3561

Email: zhu.en.baptist.church@gmail.com

Zhu En Baptist, originally named Grace Baptist, is a new member of
MBC, having only joined the Convention this year. Due to various
reasons, the church had moved four times since its inception
almost 20 years ago. With each move, membership was affected.
However, because their roots were good, despite strong winds, the
church survived turbulent years and had remained to bear good
fruits and bear good witness for the Lord.

Zhu En Baptist started as a branch of Sembawang Baptist church in
Singapore. Pastor Yee only joined in 2015, succeeding four previous
pastors. The church in Singapore gave a lot of free hand to the co-
workers in Johor. When there were no pastors to lead, Sembawang
Baptist faithfully sent 3 elders who braved the Singapore-Johor
traffic jam every Saturday to lend support. So precious was the
work in Johor that the Singaporean co-workers only leave at 10pm
each weekend after all the work is done.

Pastor Yee, though English educated, pastors Zhu En, a Chinese
speaking church. He believes that the
only way to help the members to heal,
move forward and grow is through the
Word of God. Weekly, all 30 members
of the church memorizes scripture
together during service. Within a
year each member has memorized
more than 50 scriptures, with the
children picking up almost half of
these scriptures too. Through this
process, Pastor Yee observed that
many have become more confident

Zhu En Co-workers &= 2 il T.
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believers. They became keen learners of God’s word, attending
weekly Bible study and keen servants of the Lord in bringing
friends and children to outreach activities organized by the church.
Church growth and church health are synonymous.

Zhu En may have a long history, but to Pastor Yee, it is like starting
anew church. They cannot boast any special giftedness nor are they
blessed with best resources, but they did have one thing that every
“new” church needs - a certainty about their mission and calling.

AJOURNEY THAT LED TO NEW PATHS
SENAI TAMIL BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP, Johore Bahru
Pastor: Maniam Rao

Senai Tamil Baptist is headed by Pastor Maniam, who hails from
Penang. Although the church has only 50 members, their church
planting effort is commendable. Wherever their members live,
they utilize their limited resources to establish outreach points to
impact the Tamil communities.

With a structure formed of families from his congregation,
outreach points are divided into zones in Senai, Skudai, Kulai
and Saleng. Each zone consists of families living in those areas.
Each zone has its own leaders who organize quarterly evangelism
outreach programs and has its own Sunday school, basically
they are self-led. All members only come together to worship on
Sunday, with all other activities zone- based. Example: Christmas is
not celebrated in church but in the houses of church members. So,
instead of planting churches, for Senai Tamil Baptist, the church
emerges wherever the members are.

Admittedly Pastor Maniam adopted this structure due in part to
the constraints of many of his current leaders. As many commute
to Singapore to work for almost 12-14 hour day work, they have
limited family or church time. Pastor Maniam had to work with
them to serve through house churches. And despite challenges,
members of Senai Tamil Baptist are intent on been witnesses for
Jesus, sharing their story, inviting and including people into their
groups and the present system allows them to do just that. They
believe the way to bear witness is to live out their faith amongst their
community, recognizing that people make commitment towards
the faith through a long process of mini-decisions, problem solving
and how their faith flashes out in real life.

The sustainability of this system requires Pastor Maniam to focus
on training and the mentoring his leaders, with a future plan, to
equip his leaders to train others. But in this plan for leadership
training, Pastor Maniam faces challenges in getting good translated
materials to Tamil as well as in the retention of his young leaders
who leave to work in Singapore. The rapid turnover and high
attrition rate of young working adults in Johor poses a major
problem for most Johor churches. These are obstacles to conquer
but may also lead to the opening of new paths. Believing God for
great things, the faith journey continues.

RABAN IBAN BAPTIST CHURCH MASALI, Johore Bahru
Pastor: Anggin Usah
Office/Church Location: Masai, Johore Bahru
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Led by Pastor Anggin, Raban Iban Baptist (RIB) Church Masai is
a satellite church planted by the Sarawak Baptist Home Mission
Board and Johor Bahru Baptist Church. They have another satellite
church that was started in November 2015. Established 18 years,
RIB was then the first Iban church in Johor. With as many as
40,000 Ibans living and working in Johor, there are now many Iban
churches to meet this need. RIB has 70 regular adult members
and 30 children in Masai and 15 adults in Skudai. Pastor Anggin’s
challenge is the approximately 200 casual members who require
pastoral care but do not attend church regularly.

Church members are active in the community and their presence
has been accepted even in public places. For example, they have
been invited for the past 5-6 years to sing Christmas Carols at six
Tesco supermarkets (Sri Alam, Plentong, Terbrau, Mutiara, Rini,
Skudai).

Although there have been many challenges, leaders’ commitment
and space limitation have been their top most concerns. But that
has not stopped RIB from using the social network of their ethnic
group to influence and make impact amongst the Iban community.
Their hard work bore fruit as at their last church camp, more than
30 new members and children went through water baptism. The
move towards Christian faith has to be linked with the profound
changes to the Iban environment. RIB plans to take advantage of
the fact that being in Johor, to work or study, allows the native Iban
people to be less self-contained and less resistant to change. The
Lord has used modernization and new developments to draw the
Iban hearts to the gospel. RIB plans on concentrating to disciple
the members and allowing its members to help lead their family
members to the gospel.

2016 MBC CHRISTMAS PARTY

MBC organized the Christmas event on 14 Dec 2016 at 10.30am.
Invitation by flyers were distributed to the nearby community
prior to the event.

Ps James Kwan welcomed the guests followed by an ice breaker
and songs. Many were attracted to the music as we praised and
worshipped God. Soon the hall was full. The guests more than 60 in
total from the community were spontaneous, and clapped in tune
to the music.

Ps Sunny Chong then shared a Christmas message entitled “A
Special Christmas” We trust the message would have planted a
seed in the hearts of those who came as most of them were non
-believers.

The guests had fun playing games..
Prizes were given out to both
young and old. The event ended
with a sumptuous lunch,§ _
Door gifts were distributed to : e
everyone as they left Happy Li
and smiling faces were seen /
as each one took home prizes, =, +

door gifts and food. ’ "

We thank God for the event and truly hope that those who heard
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the Christmas message will respond positively to the gospel.

We also wish to extend a word of thanks to volunteers from
Emmanuel Baptist Church, MBC Exco members and staff for their
kind assistance to make the event a success.

National Youth Camp 6th to 9th December

The recent Youth camp saw 65 youths coming together at The Stella
Maris Resort Centre located in Penang. It was also a break through
as we had 6 participants coming from Piasau Baptist Church, Miri
Sarawak.

“Baptist Also Got Talent” was chosen to be the theme for this year
with the objectives to help the youths discover their hidden talent
and to challenge the youths to use God- given talent to serve Him.
To achieve that, we were privileged to have Pastor Chee Moh Heng
who is currently teaching in the Malaysia Baptist Theological
Seminary, Penang to share with the youths. Through His testimony
and lively theme talks, the young people were challenged to have
the right relationship with God before realizing and using their
God- given talents to serve Him.

Amazing G*race” was carried out to promote teamwork among
the youths besides challenging their physical and mental ability in
finding solutions and locations. Towards the end of the race, it was
not the winning that mattered most, but the special bonding which
was shared throughout the race.

The “Talent Night” was indeed a night to remember and cherish.
Every group and church that performed on that night gave to their
best ability. It was indeed a show case of creativity through heart-
warming and touching performances. The judges had a real hard
time finding the winner.

Last but not least, as the camp organizer, I wish to thank everyone
who had helped to make this camp a success. Of course, not
forgetting all the participants too; you were great! Your participation
had truly enriched the lives of all in the camp. Let us continue to
impact and impart God’s love in our youths today.

Seremban Baptist Church

60 anniversary celebration
17th December, 2016 (Saturday)

60 years ago, God established a Baptist Church in Seremban. This
gospel work, was started by a faithful brother, and later, Kuala
Lumpur Baptist Church and the International Mission Board
joined this church planting ministry.

The church began in a factory 60 years ago. The church now
has a proper building with kindergarten. '

At the 60th anniversary, more than 350
guests from different churches and
organisations attended.

A “Memory Lane” exhibition told
the history of the church. After the
thanksgiving worship, the new multipurpose
hall was dedicated to Our Lord.
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